
           

   

 

Press Release 
 

Celebrating 200 Years of Heritage: Republic of Singapore Yacht Club  
To Mark Its Bicentennial with Charity Gala  

 
Singapore, 27 January 2026 — The Republic of Singapore Yacht Club (RSYC), Singapore’s oldest club 
and the first yacht club in Asia, will celebrate 200 years of maritime heritage (#RSYC200) on 7 
February 2026 with a Bicentennial Charity Gala Dinner.  
 
The event will welcome His Excellency Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam, President of the Republic of 
Singapore and Patron of RSYC, as Guest of Honour, and Mr Desmond Lee, Minister for Education, 
Member of Parliament for West Coast–Jurong West GRC, as an esteemed Honorary Member of RSYC 
and distinguished guest. 
 
With close to 150 guests expected to attend, the evening will bring RSYC’s storied past to life, through 
an exclusive heritage exhibition tracing the Club’s evolution across two centuries. A heritage exhibition 
will showcase immersive displays, rare artefacts and over 80 historic trophies, honouring RSYC’s role 
in shaping Singapore’s maritime and sporting culture (Please refer to Appendix A for Programme Flow). 
 
This event also supports Singapore’s President’s Challenge – a national movement launched in 2000 
by RSYC’s former Patron, the late President S R Nathan, to foster a more caring and cohesive society – 
and marks the official launch of RSYC’s year-long 200th anniversary celebrations, a commemorative 
series of sporting, social and community events taking place throughout 2026 (Please refer to 
Appendix B for full list of #RSYC200 events in 2026). 

An Evening of Grand Stories and Legacy 

Founded in 1826 as the Singapore Yacht Club, RSYC has evolved alongside the nation’s own journey. 
It received royal patronage from King George V in 1922 and became the Republic of Singapore Yacht 
Club in 1967 following independence, during which then President of the Republic of Singapore, Mr 
Yusof bin Ishak, became the first Singaporean Patron, marking a significant milestone for the club.  

The Club’s journey spans royal visits, landmark regattas, wartime sacrifice and post-war renewal. Early 
visits by HRH Edward, Prince of Wales in 1922, and Queen Elizabeth II in 1953 drew crowds to the 
waterfront and cemented its long connection to the British Royal Family. 

During World War II, members served in the Volunteer Forces, and in the years that followed, rebuilt 
the Club from ruins, shaping an institution defined by resilience. RSYC has witnessed three clubhouses, 
from Trafalgar Street to Sungei Pandan and today’s West Coast home, mirroring Singapore’s 
transformation by its waters. 

“RSYC’s story is deeply intertwined with Singapore’s history as a maritime nation. As we mark 200 
years, we honour the resilience that shaped our past while looking ahead with confidence to the Club’s 
next chapter,” said Commodore Balakrishnan B, Republic of Singapore Yacht Club.  

 
 
 
 
 



           

   

 

Heritage, Reimagined for Today 

Beyond its heritage, the gala also celebrates RSYC’s sporting legacy. The Club has played a central role 
in developing sailing and rowing in Singapore, with members representing the nation at major 
international events, including the Olympic Games in Melbourne (1956) and Rome (1960). 

From its origins as a colonial-era club, RSYC has evolved into a vibrant, multicultural and inclusive 
community today, reflecting the rich diversity of Singapore. Guests can look forward to an evening of 
fine dining and live performances, while honouring generations of members, volunteers and staff. 

Event Details: 

• Date: 7 February 2026 (Saturday) 

• Time: 6pm - 10pm 

• Venue: Republic of Singapore Yacht Club, Nautica Ballroom & RSYC Heritage Gallery 

• Address: 52 West Coast Ferry Road, Singapore 126887 

• Dress Code: Formal/Black Tie 

RSVP Details for Media Attendance  

Members of the media are invited to confirm their attendance for the Bicentennial Charity Gala Dinner 
latest by 4 February 2026, 12pm SGT. Please RSVP to Diana Estella Peter 
(diana.estella@rothmanasia.com) or Dionne Hwang (dionne.hwang@rothmanasia.com) with the 
following details:  
 

Name Publication Designation Email Contact No. 

     

### 

About Republic of Singapore Yacht Club    
Founded in 1826, the Republic of Singapore Yacht Club (RSYC) is Singapore’s oldest yacht club and one 
of the oldest maritime clubs in Asia. With a rich legacy spanning nearly two centuries, RSYC has played 
a significant role in shaping Singapore’s yachting, maritime and seafaring culture. The Club’s first 
patron was Singapore’s inaugural President, Mr Yusof Ishak, marking its longstanding place in the 
nation’s social and historical landscape.  
  
Today, RSYC is a premier destination for boating enthusiasts, offering a full suite of marina facilities, 
berthing services, hospitality amenities and community-centred programmes. Its strategically located 
marina provides easy access to Singapore’s Southern Islands, while its clubhouse features dining, 
leisure and recreational facilities for members, guests and partners.  
  
Committed to fostering camaraderie, sportsmanship and a passion for the sea, RSYC continues to 
uphold its heritage while evolving to meet the needs of a modern and vibrant yachting community. 
Find out more at https://rsyc.org.sg/ | Instagram: @rsycsg | Facebook: @rsycsg | LinkedIn: RSYC 
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For media enquiries, please contact:  
 
Republic of Singapore Yacht Club  
Cordelia Liau | Cordelia.Liau@rsyc.org.sg | +65 9116 2405  
  
Rothman & Roman Group  
Diana Estella Peter | diana.estella@rothmanasia.com | +65 8498 9424  
Tashan Kassey | tashan.kassey@rothmanasia.com | +65 8282 8746 
 
Appendix A 
 
Programme Flow for the 7 February 2026 Gala Dinner  
(For media reference only; Not for publication.) 

 

• 6.00pm: Registration, welcome reception and whisky tasting 

• 7.00pm: Arrival of Guest of Honour, President Tharman Shanmugaratnam and official 
welcome 

• 7.10pm: RSYC Bicentennial tribute video screening 

• 7.15pm: Opening address by Commodore, Republic of Singapore Yacht Club 

• 7.20pm – 7.30pm: Bicentennial plaque unveiling by President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, 
Mr Desmond Lee, Minister for Education and MP for West Coast–Jurong West GRC, 
Commodore, and Committee and cake-cutting ceremony 

• 7.30pm: Dinner service commences (with live string quartet performance) 

• 7.50pm: Bicentennial Charity Auction (Proceeds benefit The President’s Challenge) 

• 8.15pm: Cheque presentation to the President’s Challenge by President Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam, Mr Desmond Lee, Commodore, and Committee Members 

• 8.25pm: Presentation of token of appreciation to Guest of Honour 

• 8.30pm: Departure of Guest of Honour 

• 8.40pm – 8.50pm: Presentation of token of appreciation and dessert service 

• 9.00pm – 10.00pm: Post-dinner entertainment and RSYC Heritage Exhibition viewing 
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Appendix B 
 
#RSYC200 2026 Events 
 

• 27 March 2026: Back to School Social Night 
A nostalgic, adult-themed social evening featuring games, food, and opportunities for 
members to reconnect 
 

• 13 June 2026: RSYC Recycled Boat Race 
A sustainability-focused team event where participants build and race boats using recycled 
materials at the RSYC marina 

 

• 18, 19 & 25 July 2026: RSYC Regatta 2026 
RSYC’s annual sailing regatta featuring keelboats competing in passage and short-course 
races across Singapore’s southern waters 

 

• 22 & 23 August 2026: RSYC Commodore’s Day 2026 

Annual Open House and celebration welcoming members and the public, featuring water 
sports, carnival activities, food offerings, and the introduction of new Committee Members 

 

• 19 & 20 September 2026 (Silver Fleet) and 26 & 27 September 2026 (Gold Fleet): Optimist 
Knockout Championship 2026 
A youth sailing championship organised by RSYC under the auspices of the Singapore Sailing 
Federation 

 

• 9 October 2026: RSYC Beerfest 2026 

An evening festival featuring international beers, food, music, and interactive games 
 

• 18 October 2026: RSYC Fishing Tournament 2026 

RSYC’s annual fishing competition bringing together fishing enthusiasts from across 
Singapore 

 

• 14 November 2026: RSYC Charity Cruise 2026 

A community-focused charity initiative bringing volunteers and sponsors together in support 
of a meaningful cause 

 

• 4 & 5 December 2026: Christmas & Boat Light-Up 2026 

A festive weekend featuring carnival activities, a holiday market, and the Christmas Boat 
Light-Up Parade 

 

• 31 December 2026: New Year’s Eve Countdown Party 

A year-end celebration to welcome the New Year with music, festivities, and fellow members 
and guests 

 

 

 


